
Judge Lester Langer heads to mediation firm

The Reyes Law Firm is adding 
a fifth circuit judge to its stable of 
arbitrators and mediators.

Miami-Dade Circuit Judge Lester 
Langer hangs up his robes Jan. 7 and 
will enter the private-sector workforce 
Feb. 1.

His new boss, former Circuit 
Judge Israel Reyes, said they only 
began talking about joining forces last 
month because he was trying a case 
before Langer.

“I have a lot of respect for him. 
He’s a very good judge,” Reyes said.

“We kind of mutually reached out 
for each other,” Langer said.

Circuit Judges Victoria Platzer and 
Ellen Leesfield said last month they 
would retire in January before their 
six-year terms end, also for dispute 
resolution jobs with Reyes.

“Going into arbitration, mediation 
seems to be a natural for us coming 
off the bench,” Langer said.

Langer, 66, started his retirement 
ball rolling in 2007 by signing up for 
the state’s deferred retirement option 
program.

“So five years later you have to 
go,” he said. “It seemed like the right 
thing to do.”

DROP participants have their 
retirement benefit calculated at the 
time of enrollment; their monthly 
checks accumulate in a trust fund 
earning interest while they continue 
to work. When they retire five years 
later, the DROP account is paid out as 
a lump sum, a rollover or both.

Changes to pension rules in 

2011 did not affect people already 
in the deferred program, meaning 
Langer did not have to contribute 3 
percent of his salary to retirement 
as other judges do now.

Reyes, who left the bench last 
year and started his Coral Gables 
firm in March, said an explosion 
of cases has increased demand for 
mediators and arbitrators.

“More and more, people are 
turning to dispute resolution, 
especially by ex-judges,” Reyes 
said.

This month former Circuit 
Judge Alex Ferrer joined the 
resolution department at Reyes. 
Ferrer will still tape his popular 
television show Judge Alex in Los 
Angeles for eight weeks every 
year. He also serves as a legal 
news commentator.

Reyes also manages a litigation 

department manned by three 
associates: his son Christopher, 
Christian Rodriguez and Manuel 
Guarch.

The firm is not the only 
mediation haven for retired judges 
in South Florida. The JAMS firm 
added former Third District Court 
of Appeal Judge Juan Ramirez 
Jr., former Miami-Dade Circuit 
Judges Scott Silverman and 
Joseph Farina, and former County 
Court Judge Mercedes Bach since 
opening its Miami office in June.

Reyes said he has no immediate 
plans to expand but is pleased with 
his recent hires.

“All judges are always trying to 
resolve cases — they’re umpires,” 
Reyes said.

Langer, who lives in Coral 
Gables, won a county court 
judgeship in the Hurricane 
Andrew-delayed elections of 1992. 
Governor Lawton Chiles elevated 
him to the circuit bench in 1997. 
His undergraduate and law degrees 
are from the University of Miami. 
His wife, Sharon, is executive 
director of Dade Legal Aid.

In 2010 he was added to the 
Juvenile Court Wall of Honor.

“I have enjoyed myself on the 
bench,” Langer said. “Yeah, I’m 
going to miss it.”
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Lawyers Reyes, Pedrosa named to Supreme Court JNC

Israel Reyes

A former Miami-Dade circuit judge and the deputy manager of Repub-
lican Connie Mack’s unsuccessful U.S. Senate campaign are among the 
newest members of the Florida Supreme Court Judicial Nominating 
Commission.

Former Judge Israel Reyes opened the Reyes Law Firm in Coral Gables 
last spring after a stint as a partner at Diaz, Reus & Targ. He was a circuit 
judge from 2003 to 2011 and a county court judge from 2002 to 2003. 
Previously, he was an assistant Miami-Dade state attorney and a Miami-
Dade police officer and detective. He succeeds Kathy Ezell, a partner at 
Podhurst Orseck in Miami.

Before hitting the campaign trail for Mack, Nilda Pedrosa of Coral Gables was assistant dean for 
development and external affairs at the Florida International University College of Law from 2010 to 
2012. She also served as chief of staff for U.S. Representative Mario Diaz-Balart from 2009 to 2010 and 
as senior policy adviser to U.S. Senator Mel Martinez from 2005 to 2009. She previously held positions 
at the U.S. State Department and Miami Children’s Hospital. She succeeds Martin Garcia of Matthews 
Eastmoore Hardy Crauwels & Garcia in Sarasota.

Governor Rick Scott also appointed Daniel Nordby, general counsel for the state House, to the JNC on 
Friday. Previously, he was general counsel for the Florida Department of State from 2011 to 2012, an 
attorney at Ausley McMullen from 2007 to 2011 and assistant general counsel for the state Education 
Department from 2006 to 2007. He succeeds former chair Kathleen Shanahan of Tampa.

All three terms end July 1, 2016.
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